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it in our Power to pre- 
ſent the Public with this Work. 

It was written by a Man, no leſs 

eminent for his Abilities, than 
for his true Patriotiſm and Inte- 
grity. Doubly happy ſhall we 
be, if it prove of Service to 


our Country. We are, 


The Public's obliged 
And obedient Servants, 
J. FE RR AR, 
2 T. WALKER. 
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COMMERCE 
3'Þ B:J.E C/Þ 
FOR AN 


EMBAR G O. 


ITHOUT expatiating on the 

good Policy, the Juſtice, or 

the Conſequences of thoſe Acts of Par- 
liament, that have wreſted from Ir E- 
LAND, an old and an eſtabliſhed (a) 
Manufacture, *tis certain thoſe Acts 
have left three of her Provinces, to 
ſubſiſt as they may, without the Ad- 
vantage, of any conſiderable Manu- 
facture: And it is as true, that the 
high 


(a) The Woollen Manufacture. 


1 
high Exciſe, on the Beer and Ale of 


(b) IRELAND, is no ſmall Diſcourage- 
ment,” and that the Bounty, on the 
Export of Grain from (c) Great Bri- 
tain, and the witholding an equal 
Bounty from IRELAND, operate, al- 
moſt as a Prohibition to her Agricul- 


ture, univerſally. 


It can hardly be denied, that the 
Inhabitants of thoſe Provinces, fill 
amounting, 


(3) Forty Gallons of Iriſh Ale, exceeding the 
Value of Six Shillings, pays in IRELAND an Exciſe 
not ſhort of Five Shillings and Three - pence; 
whereas the ſame Quantity of Engliſh or Scotch, 
Ale imported to IRELAND pays, at the higheſt, 
but O. ie Shilling and * 


© "There was, till lately, no cas on the 
Export of Corn from IRELAND; and the high 
Bounty allowed in Great Britain, enabled the 
Farmers of ENGLAND to underſel thoſe of 
IRELAND, inevery Market of IRELAND, while 
Things were in this State ; and the late Bounty, 
ſo far inferior to that given in ENGLAND, hardly 
operates at all. 


1 
amounting, however thinned by theſe 
Cauſes, to about two Millions of Souls, 
ſtript of all the Advantages, of Manu- 
factures and Agriculture, would have 
been pretty ſeverely dealt with, tho” 
they had been allowed, without Re- 
ſtraint or Limitation, all the Benefits, 
that they could derive from grazing. 


Let all thoſe who have viſited the 
Provinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and 
Connaught, and who can feel for the 
Diſtreſſes of the Sons of Men, ſay, 


what the Condition of theſe People 
hath been, even while their Grazing- 
Trade, was under no Reſtraints. 


But they ſay, that, this only remain- 
ing, and poor Trade, has been taken 
from them, or very much narrowed; 
That a free Export, of their Proviſt 
ons, has been prohibited, by frequent 
Embargoes; and is prohibited, at this 
Day, by an Embargo, ſingularly rigo- 
rous. 


That 


( 10 )) 


That the Grazier, who has fattened 
horned Cattle, can't ſell them, for ade- 
quate Prices; and therefore, can't 
make Room, for lean Cattle, to ſucceed 
to their Paſtures; and thus, the rear- 
ing, and the feeding Farmers, are alike 


diſtreſſed; while the Landlords of 


IK ELAN p, in general not the beſt able 
to forbear, are driven to the Alterna- 
tive, of partaking immediately, in the 
general Diſtreſs, or of completing the 
Ruin of their Tenants, by compelling 
them, while they pay high Rents, to 
ſell their Products at low Rates. 


I propoſe to enquire, whether theſe 
Complaints are well founded. 


The Lord Lieutenant, and Council 
of IRELAND, on the ſecond of No- 
vember, 1776, purſuant to his Ma- 
jeſty's royal Pleaſure, ſignified by 
his Order in Council, of the twenty- 
fifth of October, 1776, iſſued a Pro- 


clamation, 


** 


- 
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6 
66 
66 
CC 
66 
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* 
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clamation, directing, that, an Em- 


bargo ſhould be, forthwith, laid, 
upon all Ships and Veſſels, laden or 
to be Iaden, in any of the Ports of 
this Kingdom, with black Cattle 
and Hogs, Beef, Pork, Butter and 
Cheeſe, or any Sort of Proviſions, 
(except Fiſh, Corn or Grain, of any 
Kind, or Pulſe,) and that the ſaid 
Embargo ſhould continue till fur- 
ther Order. But the ſaid Em- 
bargo ſhould not extend to Ships 
or Veſfels, bringing Cattle of any 
Kind, ſalted Beef, Pork, Bacon and 
Butter, from this Kingdom, into his 
Majeſty's Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, purſuant to the Liberty grant- 
ed for that Purpoſe by a late Act 
of Parliament ; nor to any Ship or 
Veſſel, that ſhould be employed in 
carrying Proviſions to any of his 
Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands, or to 


any of his Majeſty's Colonies, in 


« North- 
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North-America, (except the Colo- 
nies of New Hampſhire, Maſſa- 
chuſets Bay, &c.) or to his Majeſty's 
Forts, and Settlements, on the Coaſt 
of Africa, or to the Iſland of St. 
Helena : Provided, that the Owners 
of ſuch Ships and Veſſels ſhould 
make Oath, on the Entry of ſuch 
Ships and Veſſels, of the due 
Deftination thereof, to the Place 
for which ſuch Ships or Veſſels 


ſhall be ſo entered, to clear out, 


as aforeſaid; and give Security, by 
Bond, to the proper Officers of 
the Cuſtoms, at the Port at which 
ſuch Ships and Veſſels ſhall enter 
and clear out, with two other able 
and ſufficient Sureties, in treble 
the Value of the Cargo, for the Per- 
tormance of the Conditions there- 
in ſpecified, and thereby engage, 


that ſuch Ships and Veſſels ſhall 


proceed under Convoy of one of his 
8 Majeſty's 


13 
Majeſty's Ships, and ſhall not deſert 
„ their Convoy on the Voyage, and 
„ ſhall in twelve Months produce a 
Certificate of the Delivery of the 
Cargo at the deſtined Port; but the 
„Embargo ſhall not extend to any 
Ship or Veſſel employed in the 
„King's Service, or to thoſe laden for 
** the Uſe of the King's Fleets or Ar- 


„ mies, &c.“ 


A 
* 


It is worthy of Obſervation, that 
the Exception in the Proclamation of 
« Fiſh, Corn, or Grain, of any Kind, 
* and of Pulſe,” can have none, or, 
at beſt, a very trifling Operation; Ia E- 
LAND having very little, if any, of 
theſe Commodities to export. 


The Exception was probably inſert- 
cd, leſt it might be ſaid that the Pro- 
clamation tended to repeal ſome Adds of 
Pariiament, that had given ſome trifling 
Bounties on the export of theſe articles; 


and 


e 


16 


and it was quite unneceſſary to extend 


the Proclamation to Wool, the Export 


of this Commodity having been pro- 


hibited long before, except to the 
Wool Ports of Ex LAND. 


But IRELAND has great Quantities 
of the Goods enumerated in the Procla- 


mation. The Proclamation extends to 
every Thing ſhe had to export (not be- 


fore prohibited) from three out of four 
of her Provinces, the Hides of her 
horned Cattle only excepted ; a very 


ſcanty Object, indeed, for a free 
Trade 


This, I ſay, is the only Remnant of 
free Trade left by the Embargo to 
theſe Provinces, if to be limited to a 
few Markets, in all other Articles, 


does not deſerve the Name of a free 
Trade. 


If numerous Buyers enhance the 


Value, of vendible Commodities, every 


= 


3 I 


ö Law and every Order, that confines 
the Merchant, to a few Markets, de- 
prives him of a Part of his Proper- 
ty; and the fewer the Markets left 
open to him are, the greater his Loſs 
muſt be. The Proclamation prohibits 
IRELAND to fell her Proviſions to 
France, Spain, Portugal or Holland, 
or to their Settlements, or to Ham- 
burgh or Bremen; and prohibits thoſe 
1 Nations conſequently to come to IR R- 
LaxD ſor her Proviſions. _ | 


But the Proclamation, it may be ſaid, 

allows the Iriſh Merchant or Grazier 

a pretty extenſive Field for the Sale 

of his Proviſions ; Great-Britain, the 

Britiſh Weſt-India Iſlands, his Majeſ- 

ty's Forts on the Coaſt of Afr;ca, and 
the Iſland of St. Helena. 


But if the Trade of IX ELAN D, ſuch 
as it is, is carried on chiefly by Com- 
miſſion; if ſhe has neither Capitals, 
Shipping, 


626) 


Shipping, or Mariners to carry on her 
Trade (which Facts I fear cannot be 
diſputed) the Embargo leaves upon her 
Hands her Proviſions till the Buyers 
of one Country ſhall think fit to come 
for them; and theſe, where they have 
no Rivals to fear, will come juſt hen 
they pleaſe, and buy juſt on the Terms 
they pleaſe. 


This is not all. If a Britiſh Mer- 
chant, not in the Service of Govern- 
ment, ſhould judge it for his Advan- 
tage, or if it ſhould be thought a 
hopeful Undertaking, to employ the 
few Ships belonging to IRELAND in 
carrying Proviſions to the Britiſh Weſt- 
India Iſlands, to the Forts on the Coaſt 
of Africa, or to the Iſland of St. Helena, 
the Embargo prohibits them to ſail to 
any of theſe Deſtinations without a 
Convoy. | 
Here it might have occurred, that 
a Merchant could not command any 

of 


„ 


of his Majeſty 's Ships; that a Con voy 
could not be had without an Order from 
the Admiralty; and thus that it might 
happen that no Convoy could be at- 
tainable, till the Occaſions of the Con- 


tractors with Government ſhould be 
firſt ſupplied, and conſequently that. 
this might have tended to monopolize 
the poor Remnant of Trade left to 
three of the Provinces of IRELAND, 
not for the Benefit of the Merchants 
of ENGLAND, but of a few Contract- 


ors there ; in which Caſe, what the 


Fate of the Iriſh Merchant or Grazier 
might be, would not be a difficult En- 


quiry. 


This Obligation to ſail under Con- 


voy, and to deliver the Cargo at the 


declared Port, precludes the Ship from 
ſlipping into any of her lately frequent- 


ed Ports on the Ocean or the Mediter- 


ranean Sea, 
B | 
The 
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The Occaſions of Government, and 
of the Merchants of ENGLAND alſo, 
demand only the large Ox Beef of 
IRELAND, not the Cow or ſmaller Ox 
Beef ; of which latter Kinds there are 
very great Quantities in IRELAND, 
with which, before the Embargo took 
Place, the Shipping and Settlements of 


the greater Part of the trading Nati- 


ons of Europe had been ſupplied ; but 
now ENGLAND rejects them, and the 
Embargo ſays that no other Nation 
ſhall take them, and thus, very large 
Quantities of this ſmall Beef lie un- 
bought and uncalled for, to the proba- 
ble Ruin of numerous decent and re- 
ſpectable Families; and theſe remain- 
ing Quantities of old Beef, by diſabling 
the Owners of them to deal at all in 
new Beef, leſſen very much the Value 
of this Commodity. 


The Land-holders of Ir ELAN D, who 
bought their Store Cattle before the 
Embargo 


= 4 
Embargo was publiſhed in IRELAND, 
aſſert, with great Probability, that 
their Store Cattle of the Year 1776 coſt 


them very near as much while they 


were lean, as they now can get for 
them in a fattened State. 


F | 


The reſident Landlords of Ik E- 
LAND, and yet leſs, thoſe who live 
abroad, and don't ſee the Calamities 
that reign here, will hardly be induced, 
even by the Preſſures which their Te- 
nants have ſuffered by the Embargo, 
to remit any Part of the high Rents 
which they had undertaken to pay, in 
Contemplation of the high Rates that 
Proviſions had uſually been fold at. 


But there is yet a farther evil to be 
apprehended. The Merchants aſſert 
confidently that the French and other 
Nations, driven from IRELAND by the 
Embargo, have found their Way to 
Holſtein, Jutland, and other North- 

B 2 ern 


4 


ern Countries, where numerous Herds 
abound, and have taught theſe People 
to ſalt, to pack, and to preſerve their 
Beef, and have taken from them great 
Quantities of it, at Prices far inferior 
to thoſe they had paid for Beef in Ir x- 
LAND. 25 


It is not eaſy to take from a Coun- 
try an eſtabliſned Trade that it has been 
long in Poſſeſſion of; but the preſent 


Embargos of a ſufficient Efficacy to have 


already almoſt ſuſpended the Proviſion 


Trade of IRELAND, and, if continued 
or repeated, muſt annihilate this Trade. 


It is but an inferior Grievance that 


the People of IRELAND are prevented, 
by the Embargo, from taking Advan- 


tage of the preſent Conjuncture, by 
ſending their mall Beef on foreign Bot- 


toms to France, Spain, Portugal, and 


the Mediterranean; which they might 


have done, as I am informed by Mer- 


chants 


1 


chants of Experience and Credit, at 
an Expence, by three Parts in four, or 
five in ſix, leſs than they could on Bri- 
tiſh Bottoms; and the Act of Naviga- 
tion diſqualifies foreign Ships to carry 
Iriſh Proviſions to Great- Britain. 


Theſe I ſay are but Grievances of an 
inferior Claſs ; but what muſt become 
of the boaſted late great Riſe in the 
Rents of IRELAND, if the preſent 
Embargo ſhall be continued, or if Em- 
bargoes ſhall be repeated as often as 
Contractors may wiſh to be enriched at 


the Expence of the opulent Kingdom 
of IRELAND, 


The Caſe ſurely demands the Atten- 
tion of thoſe in Authority, and the 
Attention of Parliameat. 


The Writer of this Eflay has collect- 
ed, from the printed Accounts of the 
Debates in the Houſe of Commons, that 

the 


( 22 ) 


the King's Servants, in the Law, of 
IRELAND, have declared, in pretty ex- 
plicit Terms, that the ſubſiſting Embar- 
go is warranted by the Laws of the 
Land: He pretends only to ſtate his 
Doubts on this Subject, that the Pub- 
lick may not be left to rely wholly on 
the Authority of thoſe learned Gentle- 
men, however reſpectable it may be. 


Pretending not to go farther, he 
hopes, however remote from all the 
Opportunities of Information, and truſt- 
ing only to a Remembrance, not recent, 
of the Subject, he may be juſtified, or 
at leaſt excuſed, for propounding his 
Doubts. The Occaſion is urgent. He ſees 
daily the Diſtreſſes, and hears the La- 
mentations of his numerous Neighbours 
who ſuffer by the Embargo. 


It may be proper to obſerve that the 
Embargo was not founded on an exiſt- 
ing or apprehended Famine, or Scarci- 


ty. 


i as 


ty. It ſeems to be founded on the meer 
Power of the Crown, to direct the Pro- 
viſion Trade of IX ELAN D into thoſe 
Channels that are ſpecify'd in the Pro- 
clamation, and ſo to continue it, inde- 
finitely, at the Pleaſure of the Crown ; 
and whether ſuch a Power exiſts is 
ſurely a momentous Inquiry. | 


It is ſaid that the ſame Sort of Em- 
bargo, in Terms, has been promul- 


gated for ENnG6LaxnD or for Great- 
Britain. 


I have not ſeen it ; but ſuppoſing 
it, I imagine, whether it extends ex- 
preſsly to the Proviſions of IRELaNnD 
only, or whether, as well, to the Pro- 

. viſions of ENn6LanD; the former only 
can be affected by it. Firſt, no Mar- 
ket in Europe, I apprehend, can af- 
ford ſo high Prices for Engliſh Proviſi- 
ons as England herſelf, That the Pro- 
viſions of Great-Britain ſcarcely ſuffice 

for 


\ 


: ( 24 ) 
for her own Conſamption ; And on this 
Ground an AQ has paſſed in Great- 
Britain, which opens her Ports to Iriſh 
Proviſions; And for theſe Reaſons, that 
the Proviſions of EN6LanD, being not 
the Objects of an external Commerce, 
would not be exported in any conſider- 
able Quantities, whether there were, or 


were not, an Order of Council to pro- 
hibit the Exportation of them. 


But, ſecondly, the Iriſh Embargo 
would not be ſufficiently rigourous, if 
a new Prohibition did not meet the 
Iriſh Proviſions, in Great-Britain ; 
ſhonld the Iriſh Proviſions, on their 
Arrival in Britain, fall-under the Pro- 
tection of the Laws of Ex LAND, the 
Iriſh Merchant or Grazier might ſend 
them thence into France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, and to every other Market ; And 
thus the Iriſh Embargo alone would 
not be a (Jha Prohibition. 
| On" TW 


E 


Thirdly, the Engliſh Embargo, ſup- 
poſing it in all Things ſimilar to the 
Iriſh, has not yet ſtood the Teſt of the 
Laws, that I have heard of, in Welt- 
minſter-Hall; nor can I think the Or- 
der itſelf ſufficiently proves its own Au- 
thenticity ; nor is it the Intereſt of the 
- Engliſh Buyers to try the Validity of 
the ſuppoſed Engliſh Embargo, becauſe 
without it the Iriſh Embargo would 
not be complete; much leſs is it the 
Intereſt of the Britiſh Conſumer to im- 
peach the Embargo; nor do I think it 
would be quite ſafe for Individuals or 
any Body of Men in Britain to attempt, 
by the Aid of an Embargo, to ſtarve 
the Engliſh Butcher or the Engliſh 
Grazier, while the Great  Courtgof F. 
tice at Weſtminſter are open. To ſub- 
mit tamely to ſuch a Meaſure ſeems hs 
be a Kind of Obedience peculiar to In R- 
LAN p. A very ſmall Portion of the Op- 


preſſion ſuffered by the People of IRe&- 


LAND 


6260) 


LAND from the Embargo of OQober 
1776, felt from a like Embargo by the 
People of ENGLAND, would I imagine 
have very ſoon brought the Queſtion 
into Weſtminſter-Hall; And this leads 
to the meer legal Inquiry. 


The Embargo is not juſtified by any 
poſitive or written Law; It muſt de- 
rive its Force, if it be valid, from the 
King's Prerogative. 


Some Powers there are, which are 


given to the King by this Name. 


Firſt, it is eſſential to theſe Powers 
that they have been exerciſed by the 
Crown for Time out of Mind. 


If, in any Inſtance, the Time of the 
firſt Exerciſe of the Power can be but 
aſcertained, tho' threeſcore Years, or 
a Century ſhould ſince have elapſed, 
this alone would ſuffice for its Con- 


demnation. 
The 


1 
The now acknowledged Rights of the 
Crown, known by the Name of Prero- 
gative, are as old as the Conſtitution it- 
ſelf. The authentic Original is preſu- 
med to be loſt in the Ravages of Time. 


Secondly, to be found in the Records 
of the unwritten Law in Weſtminſter- 
Hall is a neoeſſary Proof of its Authen- 
ticity ; and alſo that it has been acqui- 
eſced in; neither condemned nor cen- 
ſured in Parliament, 


Thirdly, it muſt be of a nature com- 
patible with the acknowledged Rights 
of the People. Prerogatives were given, 
not meerly to aggrandize the King, but 
for the Good of the State. | 


The King by his Prerogative has the 
Right to declare War and to make 
Peace: He may by the ſame Right pro- 
rogue or diſſolve a Parliament; He may 

| create 
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create Peers of the Realm by Writ or 
by Patent; He may pardon Offences. 
Theſe are but a few Examples. 


The Evidence of every juſt Prero- 
gative is clear and deciſive; if other- 
wiſe, this alone decides againſt the aſ- 


bet ſumed Claim. 


of what Antiquity is the Prerogative 
held out by the Embargo of the twenty- 
fifth of October 1476 ? 


In what authentick Book or Record 
is it to be found? 


Let the preſent Condition of Is R- 
LAND decide on its ſalutary Qualities. 


Tt has been already obſerved that 
Famine or Scarcity did not give Riſe to 
it. 0 


* Some Years ago his Majeſty, in Con- 
ſequence of an uncommon Dearth of 
Corn 


6 


Corn (a Scarcity that threatened Great - 
Britain with a Famine) at a Time by 
ſome Months prior to the then ap- 
proaching Seſſion, prohibited for the 
intermediate Time the Exportation of 
Corn; but this Step was not taken till 
Blood was ſpilled; 'till the Outrages 
of the People, from an Apprehenſion of 
Dearth, became very alarming. A ſpe- 
cial Commiſſion, out of the ordinary: 

Courſe, was iſſued, if 1 don't forget, 
to try many Perſons for Murders com- 
mitted in the Struggles for Corn; and 
ſome, if I don't miſtake, were con vit 
ed and executed for theſe Murders, 1 


Here the Law of Neceſſity, made 
plain by the awful Progreſs of Juſtice 
thro' the Land, at an unuſual Scaſon, 


called upon the Sovereign to reſtore 


Order, and to fave the People; and yet 
ſome very reſpectable Men thought it 
might be neceſlary, or at leaft expedi-: 


ent, 
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erit, to apply for a Law to indemnify 
thoſe who had enforced the Prohibition. 
The Reſult was, that a Law paſſed to 
give the Power, whether an enaCting 
or a declaratory Law I won't take up- 
on me to ſay; I ſpeak from Memory 
only. FF” D912: 


But I may be allowed to ſay, that to 
make, by a declaratory Law, Trade, in 
any Inſtance, or on any Occaſion, the 
Subject of an Embargo, would be a pe- 
rilous Experiment; nor can I avoid to 
expreſs my Doubt touching the Propri- 


ety of giving to this ſeaſonable Exertion 
of Power, the Name of an Embargo, 


if this Name was given to it. 


To define this Prerogative as allow- 


. ., ed by the unwritten or common Law 


of ENGLAND, with an exact Preciſion, 
does not ſeem to be an eaſy Taſk ; it 
ſeems to be one of the leaſt aſcer- 
A tained 


1 


tained of the acknowledged Rights of 5 
the Crown, known * the Name of 
ng 


In Time of War or public Danger, 
the King may embargo the Shipping of 
the Kingdom, firſt, that the Ships and 
Mariners may be employed for Defence 
or to annoy the Enemy; and ſecondly, 


that the Enemy may not know the 
State of the Kingdom. | 


For theſe Purpoſes the Embargo 
ought to be general, except only that 
it might not be expedient to extend it 
to the Ships or Mariners of friendly, 
or even to thoſe of neutral Powers; 
nor will I ſay that it may not admit of 
other Exceptions neceſſary for the Oc- 
caſions of the State; ſuch as, if the 
Storm ſhould move from the South, it 
might not be expedient to ſhut up the 


northern mona, and fo poſlibly, in 
other 


other Inſtances, to promote, the more 
effeQually, the general End; but from 
the Moment the Embargo might be - 
| perverted to jobbing Purpoſes, it would, 
I cannot but think, ceaſe to be under 
the Protection of the Laws. 


An Embargo really intended for 
Defence and Secrecy, or to annoy an 
Enemy, muſt neceſſarily be very exten- 
ſive, and conſequently is an Evil that 
cures itſelf; it cannot be of a long 
Duration. A King can no more ſub- 
ſiiſt without a Revenue than his Sub- 
jects without Trade. 


The Embargo in Queſtion leaves 


open all the Ports: All Ships may 
come in, all exciſeable and cuſtomable 


Goods are received; the Revenue, lef- 
ſened by the Reſtraint on the export 
Trade, may be (probably will be) 
by Loans, that is, at the 

Expence 


l 


: Expence of the Country Ne un by 
the Embargo. | 


It has already continued in Force for 
more than a Year (and may, with as 


good Reaſon, be continued for ſeven) 
on all the export Trade of more than 
three of the Provinces of IRELAND, 
Fiſh, Corn, Hides and Pulſe only ex- 
cepted; and however certain the Ruin 
of a Country ſo reſtrained muſt be, 
the King's Revenue may not ſuffer by 
the Reſtraint, till the Poverty conſe- 
quential to it ſhall diſable the Nation 
to import exciſeable or cuſtomable 
Goods, or to borrow for the Uſe of 
the Crown. 
6 

Are theſe Conſequences that may be 
expected from the Exerciſe of a juſt 
Prerogative? ä 


As the Crown may embargo, under 
proper Reſtrictions, the Shipping of 
C | the 
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the Kingdom, ſo it may be ſaid, that the 
Crown may prohibit the Subject from 
giving Aid or Support of any Kind to 
an Enemy. 


But, altho' this ſhould be granted, 'tis 
a very different 'Thing to prohibit its 
Trade with undutiful Subjects, or with 
the Subjects of a State at War with 
Great-Britain, 


In the aft War but one with Spain 
this was done, if I don't forget, by Act 
of Parliament, not by the King's Pro- 
clamation. 


Tho' I feel it as the Duty of a good 
Subject, not only to admit, but alſo to 
with to ſupport the juſt Rights of the 
Crown, I have always thought it an 
unpardonable Flattery to contend, as 


on Behalf of the Crown, for new and 


unconſtitutional rowers. 
Would 


F 
Would it conduce to the Intereſt of 
Britain to prohibit her Subjects to ſend 
her Woollen ManufaQures, her Shoes, 
her Linens, or Coals to the Subjects of 
a State engaged in War with her; or 
her Proviſions, if theſe (as the Caſe of 
IRELAND is) were her ſtaple or prin- 
cipal Commodities; Men ſtand as 
much in Need of Clothes and Firing, 
as of Food. 


I can hardly imagine that thoſe who 
advifed the Embargo of October, 1776, 
had any Fears that the Proviſions of 
IRELAND might be carried to the re- 
bellious Colonies of North-America; 
they did not want them; there was 
beſides an Act of Parliament that pro- 
hibited every commercial Intercourſe 
with thoſe Colonies, 


But, tho' it ſhould be admitted that 
the King might prohibit his Subjects of 
C 2 | IRELAND 
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IRELAND to feed his undutiful Sub- 
;jects in North America, would it there- 
fore follow that his Majeſty might, by 
an Embargo, prevent his Iriſh Subjects 
from ſending their Proviſions to France, 
Spain, Portugal, Holland, or to other 
Countries, not at War with Great - Bri- 
tain, becauſe poſſibly thoſe Goods 


might go from thoſe other Countries to 
the American Provinces. 


Theſe ſurely, if any ſuch there are, 
are Prerogatives of a very late Date, 
Prerogatives of which there is no other 
Evidence, that I know of, but from the 
Proclamations that have promulgated 
them, and from the Bonds extorted by 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Officers of Ix ELAN 
in Execution of them. 


Here I cannot but repeat, that Mono- 
poly is plainly effeQed by the Embar- 
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go, (altho', as I muſt preſume and be- 
lieve, his Majeſty did not intend it) and 
refer my Readers to one of Lord Coke's 
Reports, the Eleventh if I don't forget, 
where it is laid down, if my Memory 
ſerves me, that the King cannot grant 
by Patent the ſole Exerciſe of a Trade 
to any particular Perſon, as that would 
be a Monopoly, and conſequently de- 
trimental to the Liberty of the Subject 
in the free Exerciſe of Trade; and 
therefore every ſuch Grant 1s void. 


If ſuch a Grant to one Man would 


be unlawful, it would be equally fo, 


tho” it were to ten, or to fifty, or five 
thouſand, or to one or more of the Ci- 
ties of England in Exclufion of the reſt. 


Does it not follow that, to grant the 


export Trade of England, tho' it ſhould 


be done in the Form of an Embargo, to 


one 


| 
0 


1 


one or to more Cities, in Excluſion of 
the Reſt, would be unlawful ? 


And here may 1 take the Liberty to 
ſay, that the unwritten or common 
Law of ENGLAND, is as much the 
Birthright of the Subjects of IX ELAN p, 
as it is the Birthright of Engliſhmen. 


I ſincerely wiſh that the juſt Value 
of this Inheritance was ſufficiently at- 
tended to, and that the Rights, flow- 
ing from it, were as well known in 
 IRELanD as they are in ENGLAND. 


But if IRELAND is intitled to the 
Protection of the unwritten or com- 
mon Law of Ex LAx p, every Princi- 
ple that reprobates Monopoly in Ex o- 


LAND, reprobates it equally in Is E- 
LAND. 


Every 
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Every Principle of the Engliſh Law, 
that reprobates a Monopoly of any Part 
of the extenſive and great Commerce 
of ENGLAND, for IRELAND, reprobates 
equally a Monopoly of the poor wretch- 
ed Remnant of the Trade of three of 
the Provinces of IRELAND, and I may 
ſay, of a great Part of the fourth, for 
ENGLAND, or for ſome Folks there; 
and what cannot be done directly, or in 
Terms, cannot be done by Means, how- 
ever complicated or deluſive. 


No Engliſhman of a liberal Mind, 
none who can feel for the Diſtreſſes of 
a Siſter Nation, whoſe Lamentations 
may be almoſt heard on the Eaſt-fide 
of St. George's Channel, will be offend- 
ed at any Thing I have ſaid. 


The Britiſh Dominions are all alike 
exempted by the Laws, from the 
Scourge of unlawful Prerogative. 


Ut 
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It will be recollected on what ſlight 
Grounds Tunnage and Poundage and 
Ship Money were once claimed in Eng- 
land, on what grounds a diſpenſing 
Power: and here I would aſk whether 
every Argument that may be employed 
againſt IRELAND, in Support of the 
Embargo of the twenty-fifth of Octo- 
ber 1776, may not, as well, prove that 
an Embargo of the ſame Import, on all 
or any of the Exports of Britain, may 
be defended. It is not a Matter of In- 
difference to Engliſhmen to ſee ſuch an 
Embargo rigourouſly executed, I may 


5 ſay, at their Door; nay, if I am right- 


ly informed, to hear the Claim, of ſuch 
a Right, made by an Engliſh Proclama- 
tion, tho' no preſent ho FIG is felt 
by them from it. 


The general Law decrees that Brit- 
iſh Subjects, except in a few Caſes pro- 
hibited by poſitive Laws, may carry 

their 


n 
their Goods to any Quarter of the Globe, 
where they may hope to find the beſt 
Market. 


Is it conſiſtent with this Licence to 
compel, by the Law of Prerogative, | 
Britiſh Subjects (thus free by the gene- 
ral Law) to carry their Goods to one 
or to a few Markets only; to compel 
them to enter into Bonds of Penalties 
equal to treble the Value of their Car- 
goes, with ſufficient Sureties alſo, not 
to go to any other; to bind them by a 
ſolemn Oath to perform this Engage- 
ment; not to ſuffer them to depart 
till all this is done; and to force them, 
whether they chuſe it or not, after all 
theſe Requiſites have been performed, 
to wait for a Convoy, which they ſhall 
not depart from, till they arrive at the 
Port declared for ? 


Where 
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Where are theſe Prerogatives to be 
found? 


Tunnage and Poundage were claim- 
ed, if I miſtake not, becauſe the King 
was called the Guardian of the Ports 
of ENGLAND; Ship- money, becauſe 
it was one of the great Duties of Roy- 
alty to clear the Seas of Enemies and 
Pirates; and a diſpenſing Power, be- 
- cauſe the King might grant Pardons to 
Individuals = 5 


Whether the looſe, unconnected 
Dicta of Judges, ſcattered in a few 
Law Books, have given Riſe to the pre- 
ſent, and ſome former Embargoes of 
the ſame Tenour, I won't take upon 
me to ſay; or, if ſo, whether the 
Patrons of Ship-money, a diſpenſing 
Power, or of Tonnage and Poundage, 
were not equally well ſupported in 


their Opinions. 
| But 
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But certainly Britiſh Subjects may 

be permitted to aſk, on what Founda- 
tion Prerogatives of ſo great, ſo ex- 
tenſive and pernicious an Operation, 
as thoſe proclaimed in Ireland on the 
Second of November, 1776, arè ſup- 
ported. 


Britiſh Subjects claim the ProteQi- 
on of the Laws as a Right; and we 
may conclude his Majeſty, if he ſees 
that the Embargo we ſuffer under is 


condemned by the Laws, will recal 
It. | 


I have not yet heard that any one of 
the late heavy Burthens that have been 


laid upon us is intended to be taken 
off, or leſſened. 


But we ought to conclude that his 
Majeſty did not know our Condition 
when the Embargo of the 25th of 


October, 
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October, 1996, was ſuperadded to the 
Burthens and Reſtraints we then lay 
under, and alſo, that he did not ſee 
the rigourous Effects that were likely 
to flow from this Meaſure. 


Without conſidering the meer legal 
Queſtion, If his Majeſty ſhall ſee that 


the Embargo is galling and oppreſſive, 
may we not rely on the Beneficence 
of our Sovereign; and conclude that 
he will deliver his faithful Subjects of 
Ireland, very ill able to bear new 
Burthens or new Reſtraints, from the 
preſent Embargo? 


